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Mrs. LauraBush
TheWhiteHouse
Washington,D.C. 20500

DearMrs. Bush:

April 10, 2001

TheGovernmentReformCommitteehasanongoinginvestigationlooking atthedramaticriseof
autismin theUnitedStates.In California, achild is diagnosedwith autismeverysix hours. In
thestateofIndianalastyear,requestsfor specialeducationservicesfor childrenwith autismrose
by 25 percent. Whatoncewasconsideredararediseaseaffecting1 in 1 0,000childrennow is
estimatedto affect 1 in 500 childrenin thiscountry.

As partofourinvestigation,we lookedat the implementationoftheIndividualswith Disabilities
EducationAct (IDEA) andconductedahearingonFebruary28. We havelearnedthatthereis a
shortageofqualified specialeducationteachers,speechandoccupationaltherapiststo serve
theseandotherdisabledchildren.

Wewerepleasedto hearPresidentBush’sdeclarationthat youwill becomean “Ambassadorof
Education”andtravel thecountryencouragingAmericansto becometeachers. We applaud
youreffortsto improveourschoolsby increasingthenumberofqualifiedteachersavailableto
becomeourchildren’seducators.Werespectfullyrequestthatasyoujoumeyaroundthecountry
recruitingteachers,thatyou alsoincludespecificmentionoftheneedforspecialeducation
teachers,andspeechandoccupationaltherapistsasapartofthis recruitment.

TheCommitteewill beworkingwith ourcolleaguesin theHouseandSenateandtheDepartment
ofEducationto developappropriateandeffectiverecruitmentincentivesfor teachersandwould
welcomeyourinput aswell.
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We look forward to workingwith you andPresidentBushin meetingtheeducationalneedsof
ournation’schildren — thosein regulationeducationclassesandthosewith specialeducation
needs. If yourstaffshouldhaveanyquestions,pleasehavethemcontactProfessionalStaff
Member,S. ElizabethClay at202-225-5074.
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